Back home from lraq, possihilines beckon Page | of 3

B haltimoresun.com

http: A ww baitimoresyn. condies saationw orlddray bal-ind brown I3ang 23, 1, 2407833 stony coll=bal-local-headlines

Back home from lraq, possibilities beckon

Future: After a nine-month stint overseas, Del. Anthony G. Brown is
being courted for several prominent offices.

By Jenniter Skalka
Sun Stafl

August 2352005
Isn'tas 1if Dl Anthony G Fhown facks the padigree. The Prinee George's County Demeocrat almost never appears in pring
withoul “Harvard Tasw Schoo! griaduate” e "Honse magoni iy whip” ar bas imidess potential mentioned somesvhere o the

sty

But haviag just relormed from aomme-month sont i Irag. where he served as g senior consultant 1o the Tragn Fransttional
Government's Mimstry of Displocement and Migration, Brown's star s soddenly and most certamly on the rise.

Flis name 15 being Cloated for and he i considenng @ naomber of promiment offices -~ US, senator, heatenant governor, state
attomey general and comptrotler

His Democratic colleagues in the General Assembly plan to toast his retam with a "Welcome back from Irag” block party
over Labor Dav weekend

And vesterday. he Dad funeh sty Montzomery County Frxeettine Douglas M Duncan, an undeclared gubematonial
candidate who will Tikelv not be the Tast ottierad o come seekimg Brown's support,

“TRnow what T'd be tnnking 101 were o Y aen o Harvard-edeeated fantily man with a track recard i pubtlic service at all
levels. and there s no limit wo what T ean dad saad el Melony Ghee GriTitl, « Prince George's County Dentocrat.

But as Brown, 43, readjusts 1o hile stateside. wking lis two children to schook and kung fu lessoms amd setthng back mto lns
Lanbam lsy pracice. be's cov when pressad (o name the of e that most strikes hiis Janey

"T'm not taking anvthing off the wable” he sd.
Back from the war

Brown returned home iy June to s svire, Pat, whom Be et al Hlaevaed Toase, and ehibdren Rebecea, 100 and lonathan, 3. He
wag awarded the Bronze Star for menita ous serviee i lrag,

According to Nicole Moore, u spoheswonmian o the National Conference of State Legislatures. T state lowinakers and
fegislative stafTers have served il sinee the v began,

A delegate since 994 Braw i depiried for frag me Septamber as o bieutenam eolenel in the U8 Army Besave and member

of the fudge Advocate Geneenl Comps. Fe said Be swas cager (o go aiter unsuceesstully tvimg to gel an overseas assignment
during the first Galt War, when he waxs on active daiv, When the call canie in Mav 2004 Brown signed on -- even though his
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service wasn't requnred. Fle surd e never thought 1o sy no.

"That's never been my minds=cr” Brown said. "My mindsetwas U T ever got e call, that's what 've got o dol JE Fdon't go,
someone else will”

Full of purpose
But Andrew Brown. the defogate’s rawermal twin, said s brother 1s deliberate to g faudl, The sunt i Trag was ne aceident,

"Anthony 15 not o o bimdly o inte tings” sad the brother, who works in the film produchon industry i Los Angefes,
"He does look at all the moves he makes, carcer-wise, even famiy-wise: jthev} are really geared w move him and his career
forward. It's nov seeret at as desire W ogo to Baghdad i a big respect was politically motivated

Anthony Brown i< u bundle of cotled energy in o striped oxford shirt and olive-cotored suspenders. Dunng an nterview in s
office, he speaks ot length and wses sweeping gestires o punctuate his remarks,

With a bovish faee and toothy grin e conuld pass For hadt his age. bt the Plecks of gray in his sideburns and an undeniable
poise give him awin ’

in hrag, Brown Bived i the Green Zone, fewr squane mites Gom the front lines: He sleptom g aiker and had o roommate, The
dining area. taundry and Parbershop were afb wathin o Pve-nmuate walk. He bought bootleg DVIDs - he mentioned the last
Star Wars movie in particulan -+ from leagp chiffdren <eliing thent om strect corners.

T missed the frecdom of movenent that we sometmes ke for granted m our daly Jives” Brown said.

Brown, who geew upon Long Bland and s one of five elildren, sad the frags elections were o lnghlight of ns tme there,
And he talked about opportunines Tor travel arennd the country - 1o Mosol and Kirkuk and Fathgah -- o= hic-expanding

axperivnees.
Brown bobs and weoves thangh. when asked how the war s gong "' not resliv competent o speak o that,” he said.

SWLL Brown would sav that iU creating a stable wwd sebl-goveming v s the goal, the Thitted States s tulling short my a key
area, "I don't thmk we're domg o good job equapping the Tragn Torces.™ he sad, notmg that they are dnving around in Toyota
pickup trucks and wathout adeguate protective gear.

Iraq's future

Winle Brown once postted tat i wouhd wke five vears at o minimion o establish a functioning independent Trag
govermment and a sectre natoa), he sond vestordan that fwe's nal sure that's m the cards. " don’t know how Jong it's going to
take or whether i's cven going w happen.™’

Newv that he's home. Brovwn cojovs a growing collecton of Tans. e and Dunean ate al the Greenbel Marriott vesterday, a
tete-g-lele Duncan’s people were prosid 1o publiviees And while Baluimore Mayor Martin O'Malley, another hikely
gubematoriad cundrdimte, satd s tein hasa't begun w Took tor g polentia! runnimng mate. he bad nothing bt prasse for Brows

"He's o sharp guv and wili be vers successil i shatever he goes oo do” (O'Maelley sind. "1 think all of us should be
grateful that there are people ke Anthony Brown whe are willing to serve o countiy and oug armed forees™

‘Bright future ahead’

S Rep. Albert Ko Wyenne acth Disteiet Pemoverats smd Brown has a "very bright future shead of him," hut cautioned that be
shouldn't give people the pereeption that he's pockeying i higher oilice o soon

"1 think he should be focusinge o geting back and engaged i the wark of the legislature and continding to play o leadership
rofe o a myriad of Koy issties ™ Wonm said

But Brown is clearly tooking forsward. When asked whether Marvland's UUS, Senate race abready included an ample number
of perhaps more expericnced Democratic candidmtes than he, Brown potnted o the new LS. senator from Hhinois, the self-
proclaimed “skinny gov with the funoy nome™ who emerged Grom o pack ol cight contenders W become the Democerats' nsing

S|
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"Fell that 1o Barack Ubama” Bronan sand

Copyright € 2005, The Bedtimore Sun Ciet Sun frome defivery

hitp://www baltimoresun com/news/nationworld/irag/bal-md.brown25aug235,1,.7256502,pri... 8/25/2005


http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nationvvorld/iraq/bal-md.brown25aug25

